Breach   Of  Faith
1908
INSTEAD OF repealing the Black Act, General Smuts took a fresh step
forward. He maintained the old act on the statute book and intro-
duced a new measure, validating the voluntary registrations and the
certificates issued subsequent to the date fixed under the act, taking
the holders of the voluntary registration certificates out of its opera-
tion and making further provision for the registration of Asiatics.
Thus there came into force two concurrent pieces of legislation with
one and the same object, and freshly arriving Indians as well as
even later applicants for the registration were still subject to the
Black Act.
General Smuts declared: "I made no promise to Mr. Gandhi,
either on the 3Oth January or on the 3rd February 1908, that Act
No. 2 of 1907 would be repealed." Gandhi challenged General Smuts
to produce the original note. The challenge was not accepted, but a
long correspondence followed.
On May 25, 1908 Gandhi was informed of General Smuts' inten-
tion to legalize voluntary registration under the act. On the following
day leaders of the Indian community applied for a return of their
applications for voluntary registration. Gandhi stated: "Some of my
countrymen tell me and perhaps with some justification that I did
not take them into confidence when I approached General Smuts
on the strength of the letter that was placed before me in the jail
yard* I am responsible because I had too great faith in the states-
manship of General Smuts, in his honesty and in his integrity. The
passive resistance movement has been undertaken only to give rights
for the whole of the Asiatics and not for a chosen few/5
Satyagraha was now made to embrace the Immigration Act as
well. Sorabji Shapurji, a Parsi friend of Gandhi and resident of
Charlestown in Natal, was selected to offer passive resistance. He
entered the Transvaal, having previously informed the Government